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Opanese cOhservatives plan Yoshida -Shigimitsu coalition Government.

A 'usually reliable source reportd that "certein'Japanese conservatives" are formulating
plans for a coalition, government following the 19 April election, with YOSEIDA Shigeru
as Prime Minister and SEIGENITSU MaMoru as Deputy Prime Minister Or Foreign HiniSter,.
depending on the electoral showing of the Progressive Party. A coalition is oonaidered
necessary to prevent podeible leftist control of the government, and to encourage a re-
alignment 'of conservative 'groups, and possibly the formation of a, new conservative Party:
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,SHIGEMITSU , UNWILLING:TO JOIN COALITION

Tokyo, NYODO 27 Mar $9 (IBIS 30 Mar 53)
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',Onference'of financial circles in the.Imperial Hotel.:.they expressed the hhpe tat
.pirAtical parties will unite in order to attain etibility in the polit: situation.
SHNENITSU...disclosed that ...financial leaders.. .will not hesitate to tr7 Co provide
his party with campaignfunds.ibcvlinse the party advocates non-partisan diplomacy,
anti-Communism..eafeguardinG of democracy, establiehment of a defense army and spleens

Under no circumstances will YOSHIDA Shigeru's Liberal Party °Merge with a.'majority
Inifficiept 'to enalire his nomination by the Diet as the next Prima Minister, SHIONITSU
said: His own party, toe 'Jill not be able to secure an absolute maprity. .Eis party
will be able to sedure 150 seats in the Lower Rouse', and 	 capable of stabilising
the Political situation if it takes the initiative.
This Aciesenot mean a coalition with any other party, nor a merger of conservative
parties.. .Me will not hesitate to cooperate with the two Liberal parties if they approve
his policies, but will refuse to join any destructive force.

A group of ex-purgesa beaded by HETTORI Taknobiro are alleged to to connected with
plans for a military coup dietat. The group 'is amenable to postponing the cOup distit
as long as the Liberal Party ivaaaina in pewer, or even if SHIGEMITSU MAmoru, president
of the Progressive Party should bocce° Prime Minister. 	 31 Oct 52.

Subject has been reoommended by Progressive Party leaders as vice president of the Japan
Democratic Party rhich is to be inaugurated on Nov. 24. HATOYMIA Ichiro expected to betel
named president (FBIS, Tpkyo, RANASIA, 23 Nov 54)

SEI4MITSU Mamoru of 'the Progressive Party today expressed confidence in his
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SSIGEMITSU Noboru	 •
Dec. 10

Subject vas appointed/1300F Prime Minister and Foreign Minister in the new
WOW* Ichiro Cabinet in position formerly bold by 00ATA Taketora.
(State inzaRAH, 10 Dec 54, No. 1371)
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SMIQUITSU, Mamoru: Japan Democratic Party;
deputy prime sinister-Ilia—foreign minister; MBE. Veteran
diplomat and wartime foreign minister who signed the sur-
render documents for Japan. Born 1887. Former president
of Progressive Party. Convicted for war crimes in 1948.
Depurged in March 1952, he was shortly afterward elected
president of the newly organized Progressive Party (suc-
cessor to the Democratic Party), the second largest con-
servative political party in Japan. He ii currently prom-
inent as the most outspoken proponent of Japanese rearma-
ment as a bulwark against Communist aggression. He baez
Apublicly advocated close co-operation with the US and the
West, while expressing desire for Japan to normalize
relations with the Orbit. 	 1 C*3 A) sgS.--.

• SBIGEMITSU, Mamoru: President of the Progressive
• Party; idlr—TiTE:an—diranat and wartime foreign minister

irk° signed the surrender documents For Japan. Born 1887.
Convicted for war-crimes in 1048. Depurged in
March 1952, he was shortly afterwards elected president
of the newly organized Progressive Party (successor to the
Democratic Party), the second largest conservative political
party in Japan. Be is currently prominent as the most out-

'. Spoken proponent of Japanese rearmament as a bulwark against
Communist egression. He has publicly advocated close co-
operation with the US and the West, and expressed die-

_ approval of Japanese trade with the iron curtain countries.
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SHIGEMITSU Manoru

Wartime Foreign Minister, told reporters today that he has "no intentions of re-
tiring from public life." SHEMUTSO, now on parole prior to eventual depurging,
denied that he would assume the presidency of the Progressive Party, as has been
rumored. (BBIS, KIODO, Tokyo, if' 	 1952.)

The veteran diplomat who signed Japan's surrender terms in Tokyo Bay, was among
the 1;011 persons depurged Mar. 24. (IBIS, KYODO, Tokyo, 25 Mar. 1952.)
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the conservative opposition Progressive Party. (R 113:
52)

Comment: Shigemitsu, who was Japan's Foreign Ministe
-TITATI-during'the last two years of the war, was paro;:

Serving most of a seven-year Wir-crikinal,sentince.:.
considered pro-Western, however, and reportedly yam

ential in bringing about Japan's acceptance of the
.:. *ender terms.

, _11 While acknowledging Shigeiitsu's worthiness, the Jape*
iii4s.has questioned the advisability of selecting a for

)010crininal, whose current political views are unknown.
essive Party, which currently holds .69of the 466 seats;:•
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At a meeting held April 29 the members of the Japan Redonstruction League reaffirmed
'their aim of "renovating" Japan's political world. Among those present"SHIGEMITSU,
Mamoru, former Foreign Minister. (FBIS, EYODO, Tokyo, .1 Hey 52.)
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